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ECOLOGICAL STUDIES / OCEANIC THOUGHT

Oceanic New York
Edited by Steve Mentz

What happens when Ocean meets City? Water engulfs asphalt,
streets become creeks, skyscrapers reform themselves as islands.
Things that we thought were solid dissolve. In the flood, new things
appear: flotsam, sea glass, stories. This book surfaces a few of
these wet hopes.

New York City had been turning its back on the sea since sailing
ships stopped tying up at South Street, but in October 2012
Hurricane Sandy brought the waves back. The storm brought
Ocean into City. And so, inspired by the extraordinary collection of
historical artifacts and contemporary artworks in Elizabeth Albert’s
exhibition, “Silent Beaches, Untold Stories: New York City’s
Forgotten Waterfront” (on display at St. John’s University in
Queens in 2012), eighteen contributors collected art, activism,
poetry, stories, and history in order to navigate encounters
between City and Ocean.

MIOA MBN OIUE

Oceanic New York salvages the City’s salt-water past, present,
and unstable future. Relying on the buoyancy of art and uncovering
the sedimentation of history, this group of artists, activists, poets,
orofessors of li nd swimmers explores the porous
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edited by Steve Mentz
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