Summer 2014

English Department: Online Graduate Seminars

The St. John’s University English Department will offer two graduate seminars online this summer. All qualified students are welcome; nonmatriculated students can take a summer course and apply to the program next year.

English 135: Critical Issues in the Teaching of Writing (32525) 

Session I: June 2 – July 7, 2014
Dr. Harry Denny

Throughout English studies, from periodized and cultural studies courses to those focused on theories of the author, texts, or bodies (physical, social), faculty must develop learning goals assess their outcomes. At a historical moment where federal and state “No Child Left Behind” and “Race to the Top” laws and regulation make assessment hegemonic, even at the university level, teachers play a crucial role not just in implementing protocols on the most local, immediate and personal levels, but also in contesting assessment in the most productive, pragmatic, and subversive sorts of ways. In other words, the best response isn’t to marginalize the role of assessment or to devalue its role or those who do it; instead, engaged faculty own it as their everyday activism and pedagogy; they work to embody and engage inquiry-based education and scholarship. This online course focuses on the history, key issues, theory, and methods around assessment and writing in English studies. This summer, students will explore methods of inquiry to inform and critically their own experiences and practices around (writing) assessment as well as propose and initiate original research projects that will lead toward conference proposals at regional and national conferences. Beyond becoming certified to do research on/about people (become IRB certified), students will dabble in archival, content analysis, focus group/individual interviewing, questionnaire/survey design, and grounded-theory generation. 

E. 310: Shakespeare’s Media-Theory (32526)

Session II: July 9 – Aug 12

Dr. Steve Mentz
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This course brings together William Shakespeare, media theory, and literary theory. It hazards the belief that Shakespeare’s plays, written on the cusp of European expansion for a theater named “The Globe,” can productively engage with contemporary literary theory and the changing nature of media forms in the digital age. We’ll read three plays that are especially interested in media forms – The Tempest, Troilus and Cressida, and Hamlet – in dialogue with two major works of recent literary theory: Jonathan Gil Harris’s Shakespeare and Literary Theory (Oxford 2010), and Katherine Hayles’s How We Became Posthuman (Chicago, 1999). We’ll also follow several twitter-feeds and explore the e-archives of digital literary studies, including some exciting new initiatives at the Folger Shakespeare Library, under the direction of their new Digital Media Strategist, Sarah Werner (@wynkenhimself). Students who wish to use this course to fulfill their Graduate Theory requirement can do so with permission of the instructor. If we can work out the logistics, we’ll gather once in person to see a local performance during the summer session.

For information, please contact Lana Umali umalil@stjohns.edu 

or Steve Mentz, Director of Graduate Studies mentzs@stjohns.edu 

For more on St. John’s Graduate Programs in English, please visit

www.stjenglish.com
